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I.Course Description: Digital Photography 1 is an introductory photography course designed to expose
students to the basics of photography using current digital technology.

II. Instructional Goals: Topics in Digital Photography 1 include a brief synopsis of the history of
photography, basic parts and functions of various digital cameras, visual composition, snapshot versus
photograph, an introduction to digital manipulation (the digital darkroom using Adobe Photoshop) while
fostering an artistic eye through a series of photographic assignments.

III. Textbooks and Supplemental Works: Students will use textbooks available in the classroom and
other visual examples as needed for the understanding of an assignment. Most information will be made
available on-line via Google Classroom.  Your student must be responsible and vigilant about
checking Google Classroom for important information. Every effort will be made to announce
important dates for tests and project deadlines in class. Students are encouraged to sign up for Digital
Photography School on-line; it is free and provides worthwhile photography exemplars as well as short,
insightful articles on various photography topics.
Textbooks: Focus on Photography by Davis Publications

IV. Fees: Students in Digital Photography are charged a $9 fee for consumable supplies.  Students are
provided DSLR (digital single lens reflex) cameras to be used at SHHS for most assignments. We use
Canon Rebel T3 and T5 cameras.  Additionally, students will have access to the Mac Lab where they can
digitally edit their photos (post-production).  All images are saved to the student’s Google Drive account. I
encourage all students to save important images in at least three different digital environments.
Students are required to keep an actual folder for class materials and also a digital folder in Google Drive
for electronic notes, rubrics, etc.

V. Organization of Students: Classroom instruction will consist of lectures, reproductions and other
visuals, instructor demonstrations, individual projects, critiques, and written tests.

VI. Grading Policies and Procedures: A student’s progress and performance will be evaluated by the
following means: INDIVIDUAL GRADES ON PHOTOGRAPHY PROJECTS, INDIVIDUAL GRADES
ON WRITTEN WORK, WRITTEN EVALUATIONS, AND PARTICIPATION DURING CLASS
DISCUSSIONS AND CRITIQUES.   The final grade should be a reflection of the quality of work
produced by the student and the mastery of ideas and concepts presented. THE LEXINGTON
DISTRICT FIVE GRADING POLICY WILL PREVAIL.

https://www.lexrich5.org/Domain/3835


Homework: Some photo assignments will be considered homework and expected to be completed outside
of class.  Nevertheless, many assignments will be done at school using the school’s cameras and
available computer technology.  Therefore, proper use of class time and attendance are required.

If you are absent, you missed content and studio time with a camera.  Cameras are not allowed to be
checked out in Digital Photography I.

Method of Assessment: The final grade should be a reflection of the quality of work produced by the
student and the mastery of ideas, concepts, skills, and techniques presented. All projects have a firm due
date unless a student has been absent.  Make-up work is the responsibility of the student.

Spring Hill High School Wide Makeup and Late Work Policy

Make-Up:
Students are expected to attend school regularly. In the event of an excused, lawful absence, it is the
student’s responsibility to make the necessary arrangements for completing missed work, including
tests and quizzes.  

Pre-assigned work (i.e. long term assignments, tests, presentations, etc.) is due at the beginning of
class the first day upon the student’s return to class. After the first day, all coursework is subject to
the school late work policy.

Late Work:
All coursework is expected to be turned in on or before the assigned due date and completed to the
best of the student’s ability. All late assignments are subject to a 5% deduction per school day. No
late work will be accepted after 5 school days.

Minor assignments include quizzes, formative assessments, simple answers 
 and/ or multiple choice assessments

Major assignments include unit tests, chapter tests, summative assessments, 
 lab reports,  extended projects, essays, tests with written essay responses, and complex written or
mathematical responses.

Posting grades:
5 school days for minor assignments
10 school days for major or extended assignments

Major photo assignments and tests will account for 65% of the student’s nine-week grade.  All photo
assignments will be submitted electronically and have a firm due date. The completed (paper
copy) rubric acknowledges the student has completed the assignment and the project images
are now ready to be scored. Daily grades will consist of quizzes, written assignments and
critiques.  Students are expected to maintain a folder and come to each class prepared.  Not all work
will be done electronically. Photography is an artform born from Science.  There is a lot of
basic science content in addition to the art content being taught.  Therefore, students should
expect to have increased study time at home in order to be successful with this class.
There is homework!

Grading for a nine weeks will be based on the following:
Projects / Tests 65%
Daily grades 35%
And participation



A final exam will be averaged as one-fifth of the semester grade as prescribed by the District.

VII. Major Assignments:
● Why Photography?
● Snapshot versus Photograph
● Brief history of photography
● Composition basics
● The  Digital Camera – parts and functions
● The Digital Darkroom
● Photography Assignments

o Aperture (F-stop) and depth of field
o Shutter Speed - slow, fast and panning
o Manual Exercise - controlling exposure with ISO, Aperture and Shutter Speed
o Scavenger Hunt

● Portfolio Review / Criticism

VIII. Absences and Make-Up Policies – students must conform to the attendance policy as prescribed in
the Spring Hill Student Handbook.  A student absent from a class has two school days to make-up missing
work before it is considered “late” and subject to the school late work policy.  If there is a real problem or
conflict, please see the instructor for an alternative deadline schedule.

IX.  Study Skills:
a. Listen carefully to the teacher’s instructions.
b. Read assigned lessons.
c. Read Materials, which are related to the subject outside of class.
d. Contemplate the assignments outside of class. Brainstorm ideas by writing down five to ten

different ways to solve the problem.
e. Be creative in locating materials and design concepts, which would enhance your project.
f. Look! Visit art museums and art exhibitions. Watch television programs on art and artists. Read

books and magazines articles about art and artists. The visual arts are visual: the more you see, the
easier the ideas flow.

X.   Academic Assistance: Students may seek help on Wednesday afternoons and lunch periods will be
set aside for additional assistance. The student will need to make arrangements to insure that there will not
be a schedule conflict. Proper time-management is essential to success in Digital Photography I.

As a Spring Hill High School parent, you have the privilege of monitoring your student’s progress
anywhere you have access to the internet.  You may view your child's grades as they exist in the teacher's
grade book. Information on how to register may be obtained from the main office.  You may access the
Power School parent portal @ https://powerschool1.lex5.k12.sc.us/public

XI.  Classroom Management Plan:
a. Come to class prepared with art materials, including pencils and notebook.
b. Be respectful of others, all art materials, and the instructor.
c. Follow instructions.
d. Remain in your seat unless obtaining supplies or cleaning up.
e. Talk when permitted.  Stay on task!
f. Raise your hand for questions.

https://powerschool1.lex5.k12.sc.us/public


*There will be work completed in the digital darkroom (Mac Lab) and all students are expected to be
on their best behavior.  All District Five rules regarding technology and internet usage apply.  Any
student found purposefully damaging or vandalizing equipment or inappropriately using technology
will be subject to the Spring Hill Administration.

*The use of cell phones and Chromebooks is strictly limited to the teacher’s instructions.  Cell phones
and Chromebooks are not permitted in the Mac lab. As a general rule, students will not need their
cell phones in class. Chromebooks and personal tablets / laptops will be utilized to access information
on Google Classroom and to organize/file maintenance of all digital images in Google Drive.

If you choose not to follow these rules:
1. Teacher warning
2. Conference with teacher
3. 15 minute detention
4. 30 minute detention
5. Discipline notice to Assistant Principal / Parent phone call

Rewards for good behavior:
1. Call to parents
2. Radio in class
3. Verbal praise
4. Treats and surprises

Effective teacher/parent communication is essential to the educational welfare of the student.  Most of my
communication will be via email unless a phone call is vital.  Therefore, it is important to provide current
email addresses and phone numbers, including cell numbers.  I look forward to an exciting and rewarding
semester with your son/daughter.

XII. Honor Code
The Academic Honesty Policy is being implemented to ensure that students submit credible work that is
evident of their mastery.  Students should seek to be totally honest in their dealings with others. They
should complete their own work and be evaluated based upon its originality.  They should avoid academic
dishonesty and misconduct in all its forms including plagiarism, fabrication or falsification, cheating, and
other academic misconduct.

All photographs (images) should be captured by the student, not a friend, family member or Internet
source.  File sharing images is strictly prohibited when submitting as your own original artwork.
Images must be captured during the enrollment of the course.  Any image photographed prior to the
course is not allowed. Please understand that all digital images are tagged with
EXIF data; this is your image’s digital fingerprint. Anyone found violating this Honor
Code will receive a ZERO for the assignment and be subject to disciplinary consequences by the
administration.


